OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT EXECUTIVE
UNITED STATES COURTS
OF THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

JAMES N. ISHIDA 1000 EAST MAIN STREET
CIRCUIT EXECUTIVE RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219-3518

January 14, 2026

To: James W. Reynolds
Clerk of Court
U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western District of Virginia
From: James N. Ishida
RE: Expiration of Term of Bankruptcy Judge Rebecca B. Connelly

The 14-year term of Bankruptcy Judge Rebecca B. Connelly expires on July 10, 2026.
Judge Connelly has indicated in writing that she desires reappointment.

The Regulations of the Judicial Conference of the United States for Selection,
Appointment, and Reappointment of United States Bankruptcy Judges require the Court of
Appeals to post a Public Notice when considering the reappointment of an incumbent bankruptcy
judge. Accordingly, attached is a Public Notice which should be filed and posted in your office
and on your website through February 16, 2026.

If you have any questions, please give me a call.
SWp

cc: Hon. Albert Diaz
Hon. Paul M. Black
Hon. Elizabeth K. Dillon
Laura A. Austin
Joseph T. Phillips
Nwamaka Anowi
Melissa Wood
Edward Smith
Suzanne Corriell
Tarika Scott
Sarah Carr
Clerks, U.S. District Courts
Clerks, U.S. Bankruptcy Courts

Attachment



REAPPOINTMENT OF INCUMBENT
U.S. BANKRUPTCY JUDGE

Hon. Rebecca B. Connelly
Western District of Virginia

United States Bankruptcy Judge Rebecca B. Connelly is asking the United States Court of
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit to reappoint her to a new 14-year term of office. Judge Connelly’s
current term expires on July 10, 2026. The Court of Appeals invites comments on the request for

reappointment.

Interested parties wishing to provide comments can participate in a survey or submit
written comments to James N. Ishida, Circuit Executive, Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, via
vacancy@cad.uscourts.gov. The Circuit Executive will not disclose the identity of any

commenter who requests confidentiality.

The deadline for submitting comments via email or survey is 5:00 p.m. ET on

February 16, 2026.


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N_BmHWaCHE2RnGfGVD01QqM-oNvQeFBLpO3Vcx85zGVUQUIyNU1GMzlIUjczTk9BTTJVOTE3SDg1Vi4u

